
 

 

 



Sound Doctrine:  

Rightly Dividing The Word Of God 

Table of Contents 

No Greater Love…………………………………………….………..5 

A Brand New You………………………………………….………..18 

A Strong Foundation………………………………………………...30 

Repentance From Dead Works……………………………………...32 

Faith Toward God……………………………………………………60 

The Doctrine of Baptisms……………………………………………71 

Laying On Of Hands…………………………………………………101 

Resurrection From The Dead………………………………………...121 

Eternal Judgment…………………………………………………….133 

The Truth About Hell………………………………………………..152 

Women In Ministry………………………………………………….164 

The Christian And The Church…………………………………..….178 

Biblical Finances…………………………………………………….200 

Divorce And The Church……………………………………………210 

Eternal Security Error……………………………………………….223 

Catholic Doctrine- Truth Or Consequences…………………………238 

Jesus Only?..........................................................................................248 

Jesus Is Jehovah……………………………………………………...260 

Amazing Facts In The Bible………………………………………....277 

Origin Of The Bible………………………………………………….289 

Dominionism: Demonic Deception……………………………….…302 

Closing……………………………………………………………….323 

Bibliography………………………………………………………….324 



 

 

PREFACE 

My hope is that the Biblical truths shared in this book will enlighten 

and inspire the reader.  God’s Word is alive… The Bible is a spiritual book 

that can transform us into the very image of Christ.   With that goal in mind, 

one can never study the Word enough.  As the Apostle Paul admonished 

Timothy: “Study to show yourself approved unto God, a workman that 

needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of truth.”1 The purpose 

of studying Bible doctrine is not to have a wealth of intellectual information, 

but rather, as the apostle so aptly states, “The end of the commandment is 

charity (love) out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith 

unfeigned.”2  The truth that we glean from God’s Word should result in a 

heart of love for God and others, and a pure lifestyle that reflects our faith.    

God’s Word also provides spiritual protection against the onslaught 

of false teaching that is so prevalent today.  One must have a firm 

foundation of Biblical principles established in their heart and mind.  Then, 

one will be able to recognize spiritual error that could subvert the soul.  If 

we hide God’s Word in our heart, the light of truth will expose the darkness 

of error.  We then can then walk in the paths of righteousness that God has 

ordained for us.  “The entrance of Your Word gives light” and “Your Word is 

a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” -Psalm 119   
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NO GREATER LOVE 

 Of all the themes in the Bible, the pre-eminent message is that of 

God’s great love for us.  The Bible is the story of the Heavenly Father’s love 

relationship with man, of man’s treacherous betrayal, and of the extreme 

measures to which the Father would go to reinstate that relationship.   

God originally created man in His image.3  Man was the crown of 

God’s creation—a source of joy for the Heavenly Father, and the focus of 

His love and attention.  The Heavenly Father graciously granted mankind 

free will so that the relationship and fellowship between God and man was 

based on man’s choice, not out of compulsion.   The Heavenly Father 

lavished upon mankind a perfect environment, including total provision, 

peace, love, and enjoyment.  Additionally, He gave mankind authority over 

the earth.   

In an act of total, selfish rebellion, man chose to betray God’s trust.  

Rather than follow God’s one command that had been instituted to protect 

mankind, Adam and Eve decided to listen to satan and disobey God.  With 

that choice they opened the door for the enemy of God to bring sin, 

sickness, death, and destruction into the earth, and upon every generation 

that would follow.  In choosing to follow satan, mankind had become a 

captive slave of the enemy.  Man was totally separated from God, and 

destined to follow his master (satan) to hell for eternal damnation.4  

God So Loved… 

In spite of their willful betrayal, God still loved Adam and Eve.  

From the Father’s heart of infinite love and compassion, He devised a plan 

to reverse the death sentence that mankind had brought upon himself.  The 

Law of sin and death required transgressors to die for their sin.5  In order to 

pay the penalty for our sin, God was willing give His Only Begotten Son, 

Jesus, to be the ransom for us.  The ultimate demonstration of God’s great 
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love for mankind was in giving Jesus to die in our place.  Jesus died a 

torturous death on the Cross to free the souls of humanity from death: “For 

God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”6  God’s love is 

so magnificent.  He proved His love for us in that while we were yet sinners, 

Christ died for us.7  In spite of the fact that we were God’s enemies and 

were in willful defiance of His Law, God sent Jesus to save us:  

“But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love 

wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, 

has made us alive together with Christ, (by grace you are 

saved;) And has raised us up together, and made us sit 

together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:  That in the 

ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his 

grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.”8 

…That He Gave His Only Begotten Son 

 In His great love for us, the Father was willing to give His most precious 

possession--His dearly beloved Son.  Psalm 40 tells us when the Father 

searched for a ransom to pay for man’s sin, He determined that animal blood 

sacrifice was not adequate to pay that enormous debt.  Then Jesus spoke up.  

He volunteered to become the ransom for man’s sin by offering His Own 

Blood.   

What motivated Jesus to endure the horrendous suffering of the 

cross?  As He hung on that bloody tree in great anguish of soul and body, 

He could have called Heaven’s angels at any time to rescue Him.  What kept 

Jesus hanging in agony on the cross, suspended between Heaven and earth?   

It was the “joy” that He looked to obtain; a prize that His suffering would 

secure. 

Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our 

faith; who for the joy that was set before Him endured the 
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cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right 

hand of the throne of God.”9    

Worth Enough To Die For! 

What was the “joy” that motivated Jesus to endure the cross?  You 

and I!  Knowing that we would be eternally lost without His Blood sacrifice 

to purchase us, Jesus willingly laid down His life.  He considered us that 

valuable…valuable enough to die for!  “Unto Him that loved us, and 

washed us from our sins in His own blood…to Him be glory and dominion 

forever…”10  

Just For You! 

Christ was willing to die for the sins of the whole world.  But, we 

cannot lose focus that He died for us individually.  He loves you so much 

that if you were the only person on earth that needed a Savior, He still 

would have gone to the Cross!  Incredible love!  Paul understood this.  He 

said, “I live by the faith of the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself 

for me.”11  Jesus endured the cross for you!  The Eternal God came as a man 

to suffer punishment for your sin!   

Predicted By The Prophets 

To better understand the extent of Jesus’ love for us, consider Old 

Testament prophecies of His suffering.  They give astonishing insight as to 

what Jesus actually experienced.  It was not just the horrendous, physical 

torture of the Cross, but unspeakable torment in the spirit realm.   

Suffered in the Flesh 

Though Jesus was God, He suffered punishment in the flesh as a 

Man. He felt all the pain as they beat Him with a cat-o’-nine-tails (Roman 

scourging whip) that left long rows of ripped flesh on His back.  He felt as 

they beat and pummeled His face so that it was beyond recognition: 

“Many a time have they afflicted me from my youth: yet 

they have not prevailed against me.  The plowers plowed 
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upon my back: they made long their furrows… As many 

were astonished at you; his visage was so marred more 

than any man, and his form more than the sons of men:  So 

shall he sprinkle many nations”12   

He felt His bones being pulled out of joint, and the half inch stakes that were 

hammered into His hands and feet.  David graphically prophesied of the 

crucifixion, alluding to the Roman soldiers that surrounded Jesus (described 

as “dogs”, since they were frequently homosexuals), and of the demonic 

hoards (“bulls of Bashan” and “roaring lion”) that encompassed Him as He 

suffered: 

“Be not far from me; for trouble is near; for there is none to 

help. Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of 

Bashan have beset me round. They gaped upon me with 

their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion. I am 

poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my 

heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels. My 

strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaves 

to my jaws; and Thou hast brought me into the dust of 

death. For dogs have compassed me:  the assembly of the 

wicked have enclosed me: they pierced my hands and my 

feet.  I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me. 

They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my 

vesture…”13 

Forgiveness Through Jesus’ Sacrifice 

Isaiah prophesied the “suffering Servant’s” afflictions hundreds of years 

before Christ fulfilled it on the Cross.  It was God’s eternal plan to redeem 

man back to God through Jesus’ sacrifice:  

“…to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed? …He is 

despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and 

acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from 

him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he 
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has borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did 

esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  But he 

was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for 

our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon 

him; and with his stripes we are healed.  All we like sheep 

have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all”14 

All of us have gone astray from God’s way.  We have all sinned and faced 

eternal damnation in hell.  God loved us so much that He allowed Jesus to 

take the punishment for our sins.  We can now be forgiven and reconciled 

back to God by simply believing what Jesus did for us!  He suffered 

immensely for all of humanity’s sins.  In God’s court of judgment, the 

punishment for our sin was “Paid In Full” by the Blood of Jesus.  We are 

now justified in God’s eyes by faith!   

“… for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the 

transgression of my people was he stricken. And he made 

his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; 

because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in 

his mouth.  Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he has 

put him to grief: when you shalt MAKE HIS SOUL AN 

OFFERING FOR SIN… He shall see of the travail of his 

soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my 

righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their 

iniquities.” 

The pain of the crucifixion was just the beginning of Jesus’ suffering.  There 

was much more... 

Rejected By God 

Even more painful than the cross was the anguish that Jesus experienced by 

being rejected by His Father.  Consider Jesus’ cry from the cross as He 

pleads with God to acknowledge Him: 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? why are you 

so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring? 
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O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you hear not; and in the 

night season, and am not silent…”15 

The Father refused to look upon Jesus as He suffered on the tree.  

Dark clouds veiled the Father’s eyes from seeing Jesus bear our sins in His 

body.  Jesus became sin for us as He hung on the cross.16  Because God 

cannot look upon sin,17 the Father turned His back on His Son!  For the first 

time in eternity communion was severed between Jesus and His Father.  In 

utter despair and astonishment, Jesus cries out to God, and realizes the 

Father will no longer hear His prayers.   

Rejected By Society 

Jesus’ heart was also broken by rejection and reproach from those 

for whom He came to die.  He was “despised of the people.”  All that 

passed by the cross laughed and mocked Jesus saying, “He trusted in the 

LORD… let Him deliver Jesus if He really delights in him!”  The very 

thoughts of Jesus’ heart were prophesied, telling the great shame, hurt and 

rejection that He felt: 

 “You have known my reproach, and my shame, and my 

dishonor: mine adversaries are all before you. Reproach 

has broken my heart; and I am full of heaviness: and I 

looked for some to take pity, but there was none; and for 

comforters, but I found none. They gave me also gall for my 

meat; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink... they 

persecute him whom you have smitten; and they talk to the 

grief of those whom you have wounded.”18  

Even drunkards mocked Jesus with their raucous songs as they meandered 

by His cross: 

“They that sit in the gate speak against me; and I 

was the song of the drunkards… Deliver me out of the 
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mire, and let me not sink: let me be delivered from them that 

hate me… let not the pit shut her mouth upon me...”19  

Jesus died an innocent man on the cross of dishonor and shame.  

Today if one visits the “Place of the Skull” (the hill of crucifixion outside of 

Old Jerusalem), it is still a place of disregard and desecration.  A bus station 

on a busy street is at the base of it, with garbage strewn around.  When Jesus 

hung there it was a busy place outside of the city gates where the main 

thoroughfares met.  The Romans crucified their criminals to make them a 

public spectacle.  As they hung there, humiliated and suffering excruciating 

pain, it served as a deterrent to others for breaking the law.  Though Jesus 

never sinned, He hung there.  He did not have to, but chose to.   

Rejected By His Community 

If a stranger criticizes you, it is unpleasant, but bearable.  But, if 

those you know criticize and taunt you, it hurts to the heart.  Jesus was 

reproached by those of His own community:  

“I was a reproach among all mine enemies, but 

especially among my neighbors, and a fear to mine 

acquaintance: they that did see me without fled from me.  I 

am forgotten as a dead man out of mind: I am like a broken 

vessel.  For I have heard the slander of many: fear was on 

every side: while they took counsel together against me, 

they devised to take away my life.20  My heart is sore pained 

within me… 

Rejected By Friends 

Those with whom Jesus had close fellowship also turned on Him.  Having 

lost communion with the Father made rejection from Jesus’ friends even 

more devastating.  No one cared for His soul: 

 “My heart pants, my strength fails me: as for the 

light of mine eyes, it also is gone from me. My lovers and 

my friends stand aloof from my sore; and my kinsmen 
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stand afar off. They also that seek after my life lay snares 

for me: and they that seek my hurt speak mischievous 

things, and imagine deceits all the day long…Mine enemies 

speak evil of me, When shall he die, and his name perish? 

…Yes, my own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which 

did eat of my bread, has lifted up his heel against me.21  As 

with a sword in my bones, mine enemies reproach me; 

while they say daily unto me, Where is your God?  

…Because of the voice of the enemy, because of the 

oppression of the wicked: for they cast iniquity upon me, 

and in wrath they hate me.” 

Rejected By Family 

Psalm 69 describes the shame that Jesus felt when even His immediate 

family rejected Him: 

I am weary of my crying: my throat is dried: mine eyes fail 

while I wait for my God. They that hate me without a cause 

are more than the hairs of mine head: they that would 

destroy me, being mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty... 

Because for your sake I have borne reproach; shame has 

covered my face. I am become a stranger unto my 

brethren, and an alien unto my mother's children…   

Jesus’ half-brothers and half-sisters (children of Joseph and Mary’s 

union after Jesus was born) hated Him.22  The townspeople assumed that 

Jesus was Joseph’s son, and treated Him as just “the carpenter.”  He had no 

honor in His hometown, and certainly not among His family!  Can you 

imagine being a sibling to Jesus?  He was a perfect son.  He never sinned.  

He was fully obedient and always manifested the fruit of the Spirit!  It 

would have been natural for Joseph and Mary to compare the siblings to 

Him: “Why can’t you be more like Jesus?” was likely said more than once 

in their household.  His brothers resented Him.  They even tried to put Jesus 
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in harm’s way by encouraging Him to go to Jerusalem when they knew the 

Jews there wanted Him dead!23   

Job also prophesied that Jesus’ friends and family would turn against Him 

and even mock Him: 

  “He has put my brethren far from me, and my 

acquaintance truly are estranged from me. My kinsfolk 

have failed, and my familiar friends have forgotten 

me...All my close friends abhorred me: and they whom I 

loved are turned against me.24  And now am I their song, 

yea, I am their byword.  They abhor me, they flee far from 

me, and spare not to spit in my face. My friends scorn 

me…” 

Why would the Almighty God put up with that kind of abuse from mere 

creatures?!  Why? 

The Sorrows Of Hell 

Certainly, the physical pain of crucifixion was terrible, but Jesus 

also suffered spiritually.  The Psalmist prophesied that Jesus’ soul would go 

to hell! “For you will not leave my soul in hell; neither will you allow thine 

Holy One to see corruption.”  Hell is not an imaginary, mystical mindset, 

but a literal place of unfathomable torment, pain and suffering.  When Jesus 

gave up the Ghost on the cross, His spirit descended into hell.  Psalm 18 

describes it: “The sorrows of death compassed me…The sorrows of hell 

compassed me about.”  “Sorrows” means pain in Hebrew.  Jesus endured 

the pain of hell for us!  Psalm 40 calls hell “a horrible pit”:   

 “For My soul is full of troubles: and My life draws near to 

the grave. I am counted with them that go down into the 

pit: I am as a man that has no strength: Free among the 

dead, like the slain that lie in the grave, whom You 

remember no more: and they are cut off from Your hand. 

You have laid Me in the lowest pit, in darkness, in the 

deeps. YOUR WRATH LIES HARD UPON ME, and You 
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have afflicted Me with all Your waves. Selah. You hast put 

away My acquaintance far from Me; You have made Me an 

abomination unto them: I am shut up, and I cannot come 

forth…25  

When in hell Jesus actually experienced the wrath of Almighty God for 

us… God’s fierce, burning wrath (that is reserved for His enemies) was 

poured out upon Jesus without mercy: 

“…why do You cast off My soul? why do You hide Your face 

from Me? I am afflicted and ready to die from My youth up: 

while I suffer Your terrors I am distracted. Your fierce 

wrath goes over Me; Your terrors have cut Me off... Lover 

and friend You have put far from Me, and my acquaintance 

into darkness… But You have cast off and abhorred, You 

have been wroth with Your Anointed.  How long, LORD? 

will You hide Yourself forever? shall YOUR WRATH 

BURN FOREVER? The sorrows of death compassed Me, 

and the pains of hell gat hold upon Me: I found trouble and 

sorrow.26     

When Jesus carried our sins, He was counted as God’s enemy…and 

incurred God’s cruel wrath:   

“Know now that God has overthrown Me, and has 

compassed Me with His net...He has fenced up My way 

that I cannot pass, and He has set darkness in My paths.  

He has stripped Me of My glory, and taken the crown 

from My head.  He has destroyed Me on every side… He 

has also kindled His wrath against Me, and He counts Me 

as one of His enemies... “I cry to You, and You do not hear 

Me…You are become cruel to Me: Your strong hand 

opposes Me.”27 …He has pulled Me in pieces and made me 

desolate… He has bent His bow, and … caused the arrows 

of His quiver to enter into My heart...  Remembering My 
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affliction and My misery, the bitterness and gall.  My soul 

has them still in remembrance, and is humbled in Me...28

  

The misery that Jesus experienced was horrific.  It is unthinkable that 

Jesus—Eternal God and second Person of the Godhead-- allowed Himself to 

take the full brunt of the wrath of God for us in hell!  As Jesus now sits 

exalted and triumphant over death, hell, and the grave, His soul is still 

humbled by the memory of that dreadful terror that He endured!  His 

suffering was so extreme that it totally paid in full the punishment due to 

every sinner: from Adam, to Hitler, to you and I.   

The Father executed complete judgment of sin by pouring out His 

burning wrath upon His Beloved Son.  Even more incredible is that Jesus 

was willing to endure the pains of hell for us.  He willingly gave Himself to 

ransom our souls, sealing with His Blood the proof of His love.   
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A BRAND NEW YOU! 

 The gift of eternal life through Jesus is God’s ultimate gift of love to 

all of humanity.  You receive brand new spiritual life when you are born 

into God’s family!  To have this gift of new life, however, one must 

personally accept and receive it. Becoming a true, born-again Christian is 

not the result of joining a church, or following a certain code of conduct, or 

giving intellectual assent to some religious dogma.   In order for one to 

become a Christian, one must have a supernatural experience in which one’s 

spirit is regenerated—that is, made alive.  You must be changed from 

within.  

Jesus declared: “Truly I say unto you, unless one is born again they 

cannot see the Kingdom of Heaven.”29   Jesus explained this to a very 

sincere, religious man named Nicodemus when he questioned how he might 

obtain eternal life.  Nicodemus did not understand how one could be “born 

again.”  Did Jesus really expect a man to go back into his mother’s womb 

and have another physical birth??  Of course not!  Jesus explained to 

Nicodemus that as we have a natural birth in the flesh to become part of the 

human family, we must also have a spiritual birth to become part of God’s 

family.  We need this spiritual birth from God to receive a new nature.   

That is because we were all born into this world with a sin nature.  No 

parent has to teach a child to lie, or to disobey.  Sinning comes natural to us.  

Our natural human tendency is to rebel against God and His Laws.  We all 

have chosen to go our own way instead of God’s way.30   

Even “good” people need to be born-again.  Though most people 

believe that they are good people in and of themselves, God looks at the 

heart.  Until one is born-again, the motives of the heart are not pure.  The 

human heart is by nature, self-centered.  It is filled with pride, self-will, 

unforgiveness, fear, and unbelief—sins that are just as wicked as murder or 

adultery.  The Bible declares that “all have sinned.”  The penalty for sin is 

death and damnation.31  We were all destined for hell… that is, until Jesus 

gave Himself as a ransom to pay for our sins with His Blood.  
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“For God so loved the world that He gave His only 

Begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not 

perish, but have eternal life.  For God did not send His Son 

into the world to condemn the world; but that the world 

through Him might be saved.”32 

Jesus purchased forgiveness of sin for every man, woman and child.  

Does that mean that everyone is going to heaven?  Only if they will repent 

and believe in Jesus, and receive Him as the Lord of their life: “As many as 

received Him, to them He gave power to become the sons of God, even to 

them that believe on His Name… which were born of God (born again).”33   

Notice that one must believe and receive JESUS.  Forgiveness is 

not through Buddha, Mohammed, Krishna, or the Virgin Mary.  Salvation is 

only through Jesus.  One might think it sounds narrow minded, saying that 

one can only get to God through Jesus.  Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth 

and the life; no one comes to the Father but by Me.”34  It is a “narrow way” 

to eternal life… not everyone who believes that they are going to heaven are 

going to heaven!   

The key is, have you been born-again?  How?  First, repent.  Simply 

put, be willing to turn away from sin.  Then, confess your sins to God and 

ask Jesus to be the Lord of your life.   “If you shall confess with your 

mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in your heart that God has raised Him 

from the dead, you shall be saved (born-again).”35  Eternal life is a gift that 

you receive by faith.  You cannot earn it by doing good works.  Your works 

are not good enough.   

“For by grace (undeserved favor from God) you 

have been saved by faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the 

gift of God; not a result of your works, so that no one can 

boast.”36 
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God made it so easy.  Repent and believe.  Believe that God loved 

you so much that He sent Jesus to die for your sin, and that He rose to life 

the third day.  Then, invite Jesus into your life to rule as your Lord.  If you 

will confess Jesus as Lord of your life, you will be saved. 

 What happens when you ask Jesus to forgive you of sin and to come 

into your life?  His Blood completely washes away all of your sin!  “If we 

confess our sins He is righteous and just to forgive us our sin and to cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness.”37  No matter what sins you have committed in 

your life, God completely forgives and forgets them!  You are totally 

justified in God’s sight--just as if you had never sinned!  He sees you as 

righteous because your heart is cleansed from sin by the powerful Blood of 

Jesus.  To God you are as clean as the driven snow!   

“Come now, and let us reason together, says the 

Lord, though your sins are as scarlet, they will be as white 

as snow; though they are red like crimson, they will be like 

wool.”38 

 When you are born again, your life begins with a brand new slate.  

It is as if we were in a prison serving life for crimes we committed.  Then 

the judge steps in, graciously pardons us, and completely expunges our 

records--even though we were guilty!  That is what God did in the courts of 

Heaven for us!  We are forgiven and pardoned of sin!  What an amazing gift 

from God!   

In addition to receiving a full pardon of sin when one receives Jesus 

into their life, one also experiences a spiritual transformation.  God takes 

out the hard heart of sin in your spirit and fills your heart with His love.39  

He literally writes His laws in your spirit so that you have new desires and 

want to do God’s will.40  You become a new, born-again person in Christ 

Jesus spiritually.  The old sin nature is replaced with a new spiritual nature 

that is alive and pleasing to God.  “If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
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creation; old things are passed away, behold, all things have become 

new.”41  You are no longer satan’s servant.  You now belong to God!   

You will start to notice changes in your desires.  You will want your 

behavior and thoughts to be pleasing to your Heavenly Father.  Things that 

did not bother your conscience before suddenly are noticeable.  That is 

because your new born-again spirit is sensitive to the sin that you were 

blinded to before.  You actually want to avoid sin because you recognize it 

is a trap from satan to try to destroy you.  Does that mean you are instantly 

perfect?  No.  Man is a triune being, comprised of a body, mind (soul), and 

spirit.  Your spirit is born again, but your body and mind have not yet been 

made new.  The Bible says that we need to renew our minds by washing 

them with the Word of God.42  The old negative, self-serving thought 

patterns need to be reprogrammed (so to speak) with the truth of God’s 

Word in the Holy Bible.   

The more you read the Bible and connect with God in prayer, the 

more change you will see in yourself.  As you follow your born-again 

spirit’s desires, your mind and fleshly desires will be transformed for the 

better.  That is called the “sanctification” process.  You cooperate with the 

Holy Spirit’s inner leading and instructions.  Following the Spirit confirms 

that you are God’s child and that Jesus really is the Lord of your life: “For 

as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.”43 If you 

fall into sin, repent and ask for forgiveness.  We cannot take His mercy for 

granted, but God will forgive if we repent of our sin and confess it to Him.44   

How can you be sure that you really are saved?  What if some of 

the initial feelings you may have experienced…love, peace, and joy, wane 

with time?   We are not saved by feelings that we may or may not have 

experienced when we asked Jesus to be Lord of our lives.  We are saved by 

FAITH.  Faith is believing what God says in His Word; and His Word is 

truth.45  If you do what He tells you in the Word…repent and believe Jesus 
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died for your sin, was raised to life the third day, and you confess with your 

mouth the Lord Jesus…you will be saved!  Just believe! 

 “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ [God’s 

Son who died for our sin] is born of God… These things I 

have written to you who believe in the Name of the Son of 

God in order that you may KNOW that you have eternal 

life.”46 

 Remember, we are saved by grace through faith.  Have faith in 

God’s Word!  God does not lie.47  Do not listen to satan.  He will whisper 

lies to your mind trying to get you to doubt God.48  That is because we are in 

spiritual warfare, and satan is now your mortal enemy!  He will try his best 

to deceive you and try to turn you away from God.  The good news is that 

you have authority over every lying spirit once you are in Christ.  You can 

resist the devil and he will flee in terror from you!49  The way to resist those 

lies is to declare God’s Word with your mouth. 

 How can you stay spiritually strong as a Christian?  There are 

several ways. 

Read The Word! 

First, read God’s Word!  It will literally build your faith!  The Bible tells us, 

“So then, faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.”50  Jesus 

said, “If you continue in My Word, then you are My disciples indeed... If 

anyone loves Me, he will keep My Words.”51  The Apostle Peter admonishes 

us, “like newborn babes earnestly desire the sincere milk of the Word, that 

you may grow thereby.”52   

Reading and heeding God’s Word is not an option… It is as essential as 

food and water is for our natural bodies.  Just as a newborn baby must 

constantly feed on milk in order to be healthy and grow, so we must feed on 
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the Word of God.  If we neglect the Bible we will become weak and 

faithless.  As Jesus tells us: “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 

Word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.”53 

Prayer Protocol 

 In addition to reading God’s Word, we need to pray.  Prayer means 

spending time talking with God.  God loves to fellowship with us!  He 

“delights in the prayers of the upright,” just as a loving father delights in 

conversing with his children.54  There is a proper way to approach God in 

prayer, just as there is appropriate protocol when one comes into the 

presence of an earthy king.  The Bible tells us, “Enter His gates with 

thanksgiving, and come into His courts with praise.”  We don’t start with 

our “gimme” list when we talk with God.  We first give Him thanks and 

praise for what He has done and Who He is in our lives.  Jesus gave us a 

model prayer55: 

The Lord’s Prayer 

“Our Father, which is in Heaven, hallowed is your name” 

We need to first acknowledge who God is and worship 

Him. “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth as it 

is in Heaven.” Then, pray for God’s will and purposes to be 

done in earth, especially for the salvation of all men 

everywhere.  We are also to pray for those in authority that 

we may lead a quiet and peaceable life.56  “Give us this day 

our daily bread…” Ask for the needs that you have in your 

life.  Note that this is not a greedy prayer of “give me this 

day five people’s daily bread,” but “our” daily bread.  God 

often gives us much more than we can ask or think as we 

focus on putting Him first,57 but our prayers should not be 

self-centered or greedy.  As a wise Heavenly Father, He will 

give us what we need when we ask Him.   
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“And forgive us our debts (sins) as we forgive our debtors 

(those who sin against us).”  Forgiveness is an imperative.  

In order for us to receive forgiveness for our sins, we must 

forgive others.  If we will not forgive, we will not get 

forgiveness.  No matter what anyone has done to you, it 

wasn’t as bad as you (by your sin) nailing the Son of God to 

the Cross and causing Him to taste of death and experience 

the pains of hell.  If you expect God to forgive your sins 

against Him, you MUST forgive others!  “And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” Ask for God for 

guidance, and for deliverance from any evil influence in 

your life.  “For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever.” Finally, give God the glory for all that 

He has done through His power. 

Stay Calm And Pray 

  God’s Word tells us to “pray without ceasing” and to “be anxious 

about nothing.”  As God’s children, we have the privilege to cast all our 

cares upon Him so that HE can care for us!  When we invite God into our 

life situations—those things that concern us, we have all of the resources of 

Heaven working on our behalf.  Jesus is interceding for us.  As we pray in 

the spirit, the Holy Ghost prays for us.  Therefore, we know that all things 

will work out for our good.58   

Don’t Forsake Church 

 Our personal time with God in prayer and in the Word is so 

important to our spiritual life.  But, we also need to fellowship with other 

believers.   You are a member of a corporate Body, the Church.59  From the 

church we get spiritual encouragement.  We are admonished: “Do not 

forsake assembling yourselves together as is the habit of some, but 

encourage one another: and all the more as you see the day 

approaching.”60  Church is especially important to strengthen our faith.  
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Christian fellowship can counteract the wicked influences of society that are 

all around us:  

“Do not be bound together with unbelievers, for what 

partnership has light with darkness… Therefore, do not be 

partakers with them (sinners); for you were formerly 

darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as 

children of light.”61 

Walk Like Jesus 

We are to walk as children of light and not to be conformed to the spiritual 

darkness around us:   

“Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse 

ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting 

holiness in the fear of God.”62   The one who says he abides 

in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as Christ 

walked…Set your affections on things above, not on things 

that are on the earth.63   

Talk About Jesus 

 Finally, we need to be a witness to others about what Jesus has done 

for us.  Jesus told us to “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to 

every creature.”64  Jesus does not want anyone to perish in hell.  He tells us, 

“freely you have received, freely give…”  Give to others the good news of 

how they can be saved through Jesus.65  You do not have to be a Bible 

scholar to share what Jesus has done for you.  The woman at the well (John 

4) was not a religious woman.  She just told everyone about her encounter 

with Jesus.  Then, those in her city believed in Jesus! 

Don’t Be Ashamed 

We should never be ashamed of Jesus.  “Everyone therefore who 

shall confess Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father Who 
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is in heaven.  But whoever shall deny Me before men, I will also deny him 

before My Father who is in Heaven.”66  He loved us enough to pay for our 

sin with own His blood and to die for us.  The least that we can do is to live 

for Him! 

Confessing Who You Really Are In Him! 

Because you are in Christ, you have a new identity.  The Word of 

God tells you who you really are.  As you read these truths and speak them 

out loud, it will renew your mind and produce faith in your heart.  The 

following declarations are powerful spiritual weapons.  Speak them out loud 

daily and you will become strong in the Lord: I am not who you say that I 

am.   I am not who I think that I am.  I am who God says I am.  Because 

I am in Christ I am: 

• An imitator of God (Ephesians 5:1) 

• Redeemed from the enemy (Psalm 107:2) 

• Crucified with Christ (Galatians 2:20) 

• Forgiven (Colossians 1:13, 14) 

• Washed (I Corinthians 6:11) 

• Saved by grace through faith (Ephesian 2:8) 

• Justified (Romans 5:1) 

• Born again (I Peter 1:24) 

• Sanctified (I Corinthians 6:11) 

• A new creature (II Corinthians 5:17) 

• His workmanship (Ephesians 2:10) 

• A partaker of His divine nature (II Peter 1:4) 

• Pure (I Peter 1:22) 

• Holy (Hebrews 3:1) 

• A saint (Colossians 1:12) 

• In His Hand (John 10:28, 29) 

• Redeemed from the curse of the law (Galatians 3:13) 

• Delivered from the powers of darkness (Colossians 1:13) 

• Led by the Spirit of God (Romans 8:14) 

• Kept safe wherever I go (Psalm 91:11) 

• Getting all my needs met by Jesus (Philippians 4:19) 

• Strong in the Lord & the power of His might (Ephesians 6:10) 

• Seated with Christ in heavenly places (Ephesians 2:6) 

• Blessed with all spiritual blessings (Ephesians 1:3) 

• Speaking the truth in love (Eph. 4:15) 

• Set free from sin (Romans 8:1-2) 
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• Set free from satan’s control (Colossians 1:13) 

• Predestined to be like Jesus (Ephesians 1:11) 

• Forgiven of all my trespasses (Colossians 2:13) 

• Washed in the blood of the Lamb (Revelation 1:5) 

• Given a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7) 

• Adopted into God’s family (Romans 8:15) 

• Justified freely by His grace (Romans 3:24) 

• Kept from falling (Jude 1:24) 

• Not condemned (Romans 8:1-2) 

• On my way to heaven (John 14:6) 

• His sheep (Psalm 23, John 10:14) 

• A citizen of heaven (1 Peter 2:11) 

• Protected from the evil one (1 John 5:18) 

• More than a conqueror (Romans 8:37) 

• Healed by His stripes (I Peter 2:24) 

• Walking by faith and not by sight (II Corinthians 5:7) 

• God’s child (John 1:12) 

• God’s friend (James 2:23) 

• God’s temple (I Corinthians 3:16, 6:16) 

• Christ’s witness (Acts 1:8) 

• Christ’s ambassador (2 Corinthians 5:20) 

• God’s beloved (Romans 1:7) 

• God’s precious jewel (Malachi 3:17) 

Because I am in Christ I HAVE… 

• The mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16) 

• Peace with God (Romans 5:1)  

 

I can do all things through Christ Who strengthens me (Philippians 4:13)  

 

Romans 5:5: “The love of God is shed abroad in my heart.”  According to 1 

Corinthians 13: 

“I am patient and kind.  I am not envious or jealous.  I am not 

boastful, conceited, or inflated with pride.  I do not condemn, criticize, or 

complain.  I am not rude.  I do not insist on my own way. I am not self-

seeking.  I am not touchy or resentful.  I forgive freely.  I pay no attention 

to a suffered wrong. I do not rejoice in evil but I rejoice when right and 

truth prevail. I bear up under anything that comes.  I am always ready to 

believe the best of every person. My hopes are fadeless in every situation.  

I endure everything without weakening. God’s love in me never fails!” 



These truths will greatly enrich your life and strengthen your 

foundation in Christ! 

Additional related studies on website & in Sound Doctrine hard copy book. 

 

PRAYER OF SALVATION:  If you have never made a personal 

commitment to Jesus Christ, please do so today.  The Bible says, “Today is 

the day of salvation,” and none of us are promised tomorrow.  To receive 

the gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ, pray this prayer:  

 

Dear Jesus, I have sinned against Your commandments. Please forgive me 

of my sins and cleanse me with Your precious blood.  I believe that You 

died on the cross, and that You were raised from the dead the third day to 

pay for my sins.  I am willing to turn away from sin, and to follow You as 

the Lord of my life.  Please come in and make me a new person.  Thank 

you for saving me.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


